Bacterial tracheitis in children.
Bacterial tracheitis is a relatively rare cause of respiratory distress in children and is associated with a high morbidity and mortality rate. Three children who have survived this affliction are presented: one developed toxic shock syndrome in the acute phase and two developed late complications. The authors review the pediatric literature and postulate possible etiological factors. Prompt diagnosis and aggressive airway management are essential to survival. Early tracheotomy is recommended as the primary form of airway management.